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Synopsis

Often called the most autobiographical of Arthur Miller’s plays, After the Fall probes deeply into the
psyche of Quentin, a man who ruthlessly revisits his past to explain the catastrophe that is his life.
His journey backward takes him through a troubled upbringing, the bitter death of his mother, and a

series of failed relationships.
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Customer Reviews

Arthur Miller's famous autobiographical drama takes place inside the tortured mind of a 40-year-old
lawyer. Quentin is haunted by his disastrous affair with a needy sex symbol - a character rumored to
be based on Marilyn Monroe, Miller's second wife. An L.A. Theatre Works full-cast performance
featuring Amy Brenneman, Anthony LaPaglia, Amy Pietz, Amy Aquino, Gregory ltzin, Claudette
Nevins, Natalija Nogulich, Al Ruscio, Raphael Sbarge and Kenny Williams. --This text refers to an

alternate Paperback edition.

Arthur Miller was born in New York City in 1915 and studied at the University of Michigan. His plays
include All My Sons (1947), Death of a Salesman (1949), The Crucible (1953), A View from the
Bridge and A Memory of Two Mondays (1955), After the Fall (1963), Incident at Vichy (1964), The
Price (1968), The Creation of the World and Other Business (1972) and The American Clock. He
has also written two novels, Focus (1945), and The Misfits, which was filmed in 1960, and the text

for In Russia (1969), Chinese Encounters (1979), and In the Country (1977), three books of



photographs by his wife, Inge Morath. More recent works include a memoir, Timebends (1987), and
the plays The Ride Down Mt. Morgan (1991), The Last Yankee (1993), Broken Glass (1993), which
won the Olivier Award for Best Play of the London Season, and Mr. Peter’'s Connections (1998). His
latest book is On Politics and the Art of Acting. Miller was granted with the 2001 Medal for
Distinguished Contribution to American Letters. He has twice won the New York Drama Critics

Circle Award, and in 1949 he was awarded the Pulitzer Prize.

Arthur Miller's "After the Fall" takes the form of an investigation into the forces which give rise to
incomplete and destructive human relationships. Its protagonist, Quentin, in whose mind the play is
enacted, subscribes to a simple credo: "You tell the truth, even against yourself." The play is
fabricated as a trial or, more fittingly, an inquest in which the moralist, Quentin, sits in judgment
upon his own conscience, his own values, his own actions.Quentin, now retired from the practice of
law, examines and cross-examines all aspects of his being: his distorted emotions, marital
complexities, and other intimate struggles. The result is that "After the Fall" becomes a big,
demanding drama. When staged, the play typically occupies a full three and a half hours, time spent
in a relentless search for answers. Has Quentin’s life been lived in good faith? Can, in his remaining
years, he reach beyond self-condemnation to some measure of hope? A tortured process of
self-discovery finds him fighting against innate fear, his unwillingness to unearth what Miller labels
"the seeds of his own destruction." It is a fundamental, personal need to know that serves as the
backbone of this otherwise a loosely structured play. Whether you are reading the dialog and stage
direction on the page, or are sitting in a theater audience, you will likely be engrossed in his journey,
since this is your journey too.For the personal is the universal. At the same time as we are learning
of intimate events in Quentin’s life, a universal drama unfolds. Miller’s intent is for "After the Fall" to
present a broad study of mankind’s terrible predisposition to cruelty, our evasions of responsibility,
and our final seizure by remorse. After wildly ranging over times past, the play returns us to the
present where Quentin is considering marrying a German woman who survived the Holocaust -- an
experience that permitted her to accept human blindness and failures. She is the catalyst helping
him universalize his personal predicament. The climactic scene in this process finds Quentin
pausing in the shadow of an imagined concentration camp tower looming over his meager self. He
asks: "Who can be innocent again on this mountain of skulls? | tell you what | know! My brothers
died here . . . but my brothers built this place; our hearts have cut these stones! And what'’s the
cure!"lt is in "After the Fall" that Miller strives, with a greater urgency than in any of his other theater

works, to enter into a dialog with essential works of twentieth-century thought and literature.



Consider "Gerontion" (1920), in which T.S. Eliot posed the key question: "After such knowledge,
what forgiveness?" Notice how, at the close of "After the Fall," Quentin seemingly confronts Eliot's
entreaty: "Is the knowing all? And the wish to kill is never killed, but with some gift of courage one
may look into its face when it appears, and with a stroke of love -- as to an idiot in the house --
forgive it; again and again . . . forever?"Again and again: There was something in Miller's plea that
reminded me of words uttered just a few years after the opening of "After the Fall." Before a stunned
audience in Indianapolis, Indiana, on an evening in 1968 when news spread of the Rev. Martin
Luther King’s assassination, Robert F. Kennedy spoke. Without notes, at first haltingly but then with
earned authority, Kennedy urged upon us this credo:"We have to make an effort to understand, to
get beyond, to go beyond these rather difficult times . . . . Aeschylus once wrote: "Even in our sleep,
pain which cannot forget, falls drop by drop upon the heart, until in our own despair, against our will,
comes wisdom, through the awful grace of god.” What we need . . . is not division . . . not hatred . . .
not violence and lawlessness . . . but is love and wisdom and compassion toward one another: A

feeling of justice."

Great little book. Great seller.

This play is way too sophisticated for my tastes. | am only half-way through it and | am only going to
reach the end because | am the kind of obsessive-compulsive individual who must finish a book or a
movie or an audio book once | start them. | do violate this rule once in a while, but this play is too
short to resist...Anyway, | think LA Theater Works is a FANTASTIC publisher and | love most of the
many plays of theirs | have listened to, but this one is above my head. | find the actors truly
outstanding, but the story and the dialog are broken and confusing. Once in a while a short
sequence will hit me as meaningful and compelling, but usually this is in the midst of other rather
obscure dialog or monologues.| have loved all other plays by Arthur Miller | have listened to so far,
so | guess | just do not like this form or disconnected high-brow semi-autobiographical story telling. |
really do not want to be dismissive. | can believe that there is much more to this play than what *I*

can understand, but | just don’t get it.

Great writing. | bought it because | read that it was about Marilyn Monroe and very disparaging of
her. | don’t know how much of Marilyn is in the character in the play but | thought it was just a really

good play about difficult grown up relationships.



My very favorite play of Arthur Miller.. A quasi-autobiographical account of his personal

relationships. One of a few literary works | have come across that | read again and again.

Great book by Arthur Miller. You can see clearly that he is talking about his late wife, Marilyn

Monroe. It is a short read. | enjoyed it.

Great play. | love Arthur Millers work but this has to be one of my favorites of his. Really recommend

this play. Ps: it's rumored to be written about his relationship with Marilyn Monroe. ;-)

Not a good read. And, probably not good drama as well.
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